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[ really enjoyed practicing calligraphy with
Doshisha University’s shodo club. While [ have
had prior experience, | had not had the chance to
practice in a long time. The club members were
very kind and patient, helping me whenever |
struggled. For example, they would demonstrate
how to paint kanji I wanted to attempt.
Additionally, it was fun to observe how shodo
connects to writing kanji on paper: [ now
understand the reason it is important to follow
stroke order.
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We went to learn about and try our hands at
ikebana at the founding place of the famous
Ikebono school, Rokkakudo. The teacher taught
us both the history of the temple as well as the
development of ikebana. Although ikebana is
very difficult and requires a lot of concentration,
[ am proud of my first-time creation!
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On September 7th, | went to a tea ceremony
experience at Doshisha University’s fitness center,
Keishikan. In Keishikan’s traditional Japanese room
[ met Doshisha University and Doshisha Women'’s
University students and they gave us an easy to
understand explanation of Japanese tea ceremony
history and preparation. The students also gave us
a demonstration. Afterwards, we also tried to make
and drink matcha tea, but both making and
drinking it was difficult. This is because there were
many rules. But because the Doshisha University
and Doshisha Women'’s University students were
nice and the matcha tea was delicious, it was a very
good experience. Simplicity is important to
Japanese tea ceremony, but because it is significant
in everyday life, whether it be Japanese people of
foreigners, [ think everyone can enjoy Japanese tea
ceremony.
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This past month, | have been helping Japanese
students create a guidebook aimed at foreigners
staying in Japan. The book deals with information
that would be helpful for foreigners to know before
visiting for instance Kyoto’s traditional artisans and
craft workshops. During the process of gathering
information for the book, [ was able to do things
such as listening to fellow Doshisha students
conducting an interview of the owner of a famous
sushi restaurant in the Nishiki Market and directly
help with translating the parts of the book into
languages such as English and Korean. I found this
experience to be very rewarding because I got to
directly work alongside Doshisha students and
contribute to their class.

[ tried” inekari” (rice harvesting) few weeks ago.
The Japanese students were all very kind and taught
me everything [ needed to know. I got the chance to
hand cut the rice and tie them in bundles.
Afterwards, we all drank soup out of bamboo they
cut at the field. It was a very good experience.
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. As my CIP, I became a member of the “Light Music
ﬂ& 5% i 1';[-'3 {E‘I\ Ia & % Club” on campus, which has over 70 bands within
the organization! I am currently a member of 7 of

Rg=h 74 HZ—RX those bands, and will be performing in Doshisha
(T b K U MLARERS) University’s annual “Eve Festival.” This organization

— offers a great opportunity to meet many people and
play music alongside them, so I definitely
recommend joining!
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[ am glad to be working Professor Kiba's policy
studies students as it gave me and opportunity to
not only learn and use new vocabulary, but also to
learn about the proper ways to response to
commonly occurring natural disasters in Japan,

. o . . e such as typhoons and earthquakes. The learning
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DT AELEBESTRE N IESTIZNC  collboration also gave me.a chance o make new
HESEAEL, EZTRADFAL B D HHIT friends who share a common interest in politics.
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BALICSGEE R R TV ETT, ZoHm@oik Doshisha University. I look forward to our project’s
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On a particularly rainy Saturday, [ went to the
International tea ceremony. Despite some initial
delays, the overall ceremony was very fun and
informative. The head teacher took her time to
emphasize and explain every aspect about the tea
ceremony and the tea study program offered at the
location. Overall, it was a very welcoming tea
experience for foreigners.
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On September 8th, KC]S students were able to
participate in a cultural exchange party with
Japanese students. It was wonderful to hear the
dreams and ambitions that the Doshisha students
had regarding their plans for improving upon the
various languages that they are learning. This in
turn reminded me of the time when I had just
began studying Japanese and wanted to study
abroad. The food and drinks were delicious, and it
was a great experience being able to speak with so
many Japanese students!
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[ have very little Japanese skills, but despite that
disadvantage, my host family experience has
been amazing! It’s not always easy and there will
be plenty of times struggle of communicating
can be alot, but I think it's worth doing a
homestay once in your life.
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