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One of the most memorable KCJS events was going
to make chopsticks with my host family in
Kitayama. After spending most of the morning with
my family and with other KCJS students, we moved
to a warehouse in order to make the chopsticks.
While my chopsticks weren't exactly the greatest
chopsticks ever made, the time I spent laughing
and taking with my host family made this
experience a special one I will always keep dear in
my heart!
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For a Japanese Cultural event, we went to a sushi
restaurant and a sushi chef taught us how to make
sushi. A group of KCJS students and Doshisha
students went together to Sushi no Musashi. The
sushi chef demonstrated how to make nigiri sushi a
few times, then gave us rice and fish and egg and
we started to make our own sushi. It was harder
than it looked! We made and ate sushi while talking
with the Japanese students. It was an interesting,
fun, and delicious event.
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This semester, I learned to play the ;%@%gm‘\xgﬁ%bfb VET,

shamisen. Every week, | go to Iwasaki-
sensei's house with other KCJS students and  This semester, I work as a student volunteer at

practice together with them. Since starting, Ritsumeikan University’s Kyoto Museum for

I've learned Sakura, Kurokami and Senbon World Peace. My responsibilities are mainly

Zakura. Before then, I had experience translation of leaflets/webpages, poster design

playing the violin and piano so learning a and making a promotional video about student

new instrument was really fun. Even if I staff and their thoughts on the Museum. Despite

didn't have experience, I still think it would facing numerous obstacles in a Japanese

be enjoyable. professional workplace, I was fortunate to
receive advice from both my superiors and my

CIP &6i colleagues, and through my hard work [ consider

B RS T T EREUT. BADHE A this to be an extremely rewarding experience.
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KCJS offers an opportunity to get paired with a
language partner; mine is named Nao Oguri. She
studies Global Communications at Doshisha, and
together we have done many fun things (mostly
eating together in the dining hall!), but our trip
to Universal Studios Japan is certainly the
winner. We not only spent five hours speaking
together in Japanese but another five in English!
Thanks to this program, we have an opportunity FER I - RO & TR B EIE ISV Tl A #A

to learn our respective foreign languages and Discussing Japanese security-related bills
have lots of fun in the process. with Kyoto women’s university students
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I'm enrolled in B-class of the KCJS language program.
In B-class, we study a lot of vocabulary and grammar
to come to be able to speak like a native speaker.
Students understand a lot of Japanese, but their
vocabulary may be small, listening comprehension
may be difficult, and maybe they haven’t heard a lot of
expressions. With the help of this class, not only have
these things improved, most importantly, | have
become more comfortable with holding a
conversation in Japanese. Before, I always felt
flustered when using Japanese, but now, even if there
are words I do not know, I can speak Japanese
without worries.
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This semester, KCJS took us to Shikoku! After
arriving at Takamatsu Station, we piled into a tour
bus and headed to Ritsurin Garden (modeled after a
daimyo garden) for a delicious bento lunch. We had
some free time to walk around the park; little did I
know that the walk around Ritsurin was only the
warm up. Our last stop of the day was Konpira-san.
1,368 steps to the top - can’t be that bad, I thought.
About an hour and a half and 1,368 steps later, I
was proven very wrong, but the view was well
worth the climb.
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I love my host family so much! We have had so
many incredible experiences together- from pear
picking, to wearing kimono for Hono’s
Shichigosan ceremony, to the casual nights we
spend at home, dressing up the cats and watching
silly TV shows. I can’t imagine my KCJS
experience without them!
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around town in real life, new vocabulary
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EREAS location. I feel very fortunate to have the
chance to continue my research on
educational technology and game design

We were lucky to meet Matsuyama Sachiko-San and get to
know her authentic living style and the Monomo, the from Cornell University while in Japan,
company she founded in the aim of inspiring people in the and I am grateful to the KCJS program,
global community to appreciate everyday life and the stories KCJS director Prof. Mark Lincicome, and
behind every piece of goods. She gave us some adorable little
buttons of yosegi zaiku before we left, and I am ready to
experience and continue the story behind these buttons.
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my advisors for their guidance and
support.
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