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The KCJS students had two opportunities in
February and March to talk with Japanese
university students, preparing topics beforehand
to hear perspectives about everyday life, society,
and culture in Japan. It was also a great chance to
make new friends.
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On March 13, the Globalization class toured a
traditional soy sauce factory located around a
twenty-minute walk from campus. In class we
learned that businesses, especially those of an
artisanal nature, are
changing their
marketing strategies
to appeal to foreign
tourists. Since the soy
sauce company will
have a pop-up shop in
Kyoto station this
summer, they wanted
our advice on how to
best market their
products to foreigners.
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[ am glad to have the opportunity to conduct an
interview with Masatoshi Murakami, former
member of the House of Representatives and
current lecturer at Doshisha University. For the first
time talking with a Japanese politician personally, I
learned political and diplomatic language in
Japanese, and the body language only politicians
use. We talked about his personal experience and
points of view on East Asia regional affairs. The
discussion broke my preconceptions about Japanese
conservatives, and enabled me to rethink that
maybe they are contributing to the national and
international order and prosperity in an alternative
way. It was an interesting experience and it
triggered me to take course in Japanese political
system next semester.
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At the lunch talk, study abroad students from KCJ]S
were able to talk casually with Japanese students
from Doshisha University and Kyoto University
while eating lunch. Conversation topics ranged
from Spring Break plans to interest in Japanese and
English culture.
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Easily one of the most rewarding aspects of my
experience studying abroad in Japan has been the
time I've spent together with my language partner.
We became friends really easily because of our
common interests, and because I lived near Kyoto
University where he is currently a second year, we
would often meet once a week for three or four
hours. Because he studied abroad in Australia and
wanted to keep practicing English, we would switch
languages every other week. It was a lot of fun to

practice together, and I look forward to staying in
touch with him.
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During my stay in Japan, I think one of the most vital
experiences was making Japanese friends. From my
Japanese friends, not only did I learn more about
casual conversational and cultural differences, but |
also had the chance to explore new places like
Amemura and learn new methods to find new
restaurants like tabelog. I feel that if | had not made

these friends, I would not have had the same fun
experiences that I've so far had.
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Over these last few months, I've been playing go at

the Kyoto Go Salon, a small place off Shijo. I had no

practical experience beforehand, but this salon,
unlike others, treats beginners well. It's a great place
to learn, and I highly recommend it. The teacher

speaks in rapid Kansai Dialect, and he’s a real fun
person, really enthusiastic about the game, so it's

very fun!
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I've been incredibly lucky to have been paired with
my host family, two sisters named Suemitsu-san

and Tanaka-san. Although [ was worried that my
ability to speak Japanese would not be good enough
to build a relationship with my host-family, as soon
as they picked me up, they began to tell me about
their lives, their time abroad, their hobbies (they

are both fantastic artists), and I instantly felt
comfortable and happy. Since then, they have taught
me so much about Japanese culture, they support

me in my studies, and we can easily talk about

anything together; they have truly become family to
me.

For the KCJS field trip, we went to Hiroshima
and it was a really fun trip. I went hiking, ate one of
the best desserts in Japan, and went to the
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum. While the

mood at the museum was sad, [ was able to learn
insightful lessons. Also, [ was able to get to closer
to my peers and bond with them.
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[ went to Shuji Terayama Memorial Museum in
Misawa, Aomori over Spring break. The permanent
exhibition is a dark space with eight desks. The
visitors have to use flashlights to see the display
items inside the drawers. Also when you pull out
the drawers the projectors on top projects
Terayama’s film on to the desk and the tube ahead
also plays the original sound track from the
movies. The exhibition feels like an entrance to
another dimension and I recommend going there
while having a student status because the ticket is
only one-hundred ven for a student ticket.
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