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In KCJS Japanese classes, we are always able to
engage in fun and interesting discussions. Thanks
to the challenging vocabulary and grammar
patterns we use, I have found myself more
comfortable with Japanese outside of the
classroom as well. So far, Japanese class has been
a challenging but rewarding experience!
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Our February trip to Hiroshima was a blast! We
spent the first day at Miyajima, visiting famous
sites and eating a delicious oyster lunch before
spending the night at a ryokan. The next day, we
went to the Hiroshima Peace Park, where we had
the opportunity to reflect on the city's history.




KCJS ==

CIP:
FEHRE

Vb yReRry
(BT K5) .
HHEARER, FFSAEWVOIHETI S AR > TS
(HIETELRE] EWIHIFITRT YT 4T L
7o TORBEIT/NIVD, FTITSHRRNE, GETH
KTEL T, BPVWEBENRTES, 1 5ADRT
VT A T ISHILATIRD AV BRNL A B> THIT,
BEICAD &, TEOERFKLEHADNR L SN,
S AVERMEES T2 | R ES TV D
PR L CWDFAEBLNWTRTI VT 4T Eaia=T
A DRNTTRWERD B > T, HOIFBDHEE S L < A
BINOARBIZEE LTz, IroTch, HOT-oTH
THAOHTRTATLIEEN,
Every Thursday I volunteered at the Higashi Kujo
Children’s Kitchen run on the third floor of the
Kyoto Southern Church by the pastor Baekki Heo.
There, 15-20 volunteers, mostly students, provided
cheap and home-cooked meals to anyone in need of
them from all walks of life. Being there, I could truly
sense the passion and love that was poured into the
food kitchen, and the sense of community that came

about as a result. If you get the chance, please come
see it for yourself!
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I love working with kids so much that I chose to
volunteer at a children’s hall called Aoi Jidokan for my
CIP this last semester. Through several games and
activities, [ was able to get the children to call me Joe
Sensei instead, of Foreigner Sensei by the end of the
semester.
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While gathering information for my Independent
Study under Professor Adam Lyons about Tenrikyo
has been difficult, it has also been an educationally
rewarding experience. [ have had the chance to find
out what kind of paper I can actually write, and what
kind of experience writing an academic paper is.
To a college student, this can be thought of as the
greatest educational challenge and a preview of
things to come should one go on to graduate school.
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The AKP class I am taking is called “Seminar in
Japanese/English Translation”. The class focuses on
methods for translating from Japanese to English. We
also learn about translating from guest speakers. |
have truly enjoyed getting to learn so much about
translation while getting to know the AKP students,
and to deepen my understanding of Japanese.
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My language partner is a history-major sophomore _ . e o
from Doshisha University. We talk about history 77T b7 TRENTETLD2TTT,
The lunch talks were a chance for me to make

and the difference of education system, etc as we
friends outside of the KCJS program as well as

practice my Japanese with people around my age.

have studied similar topics as well as shopping,
fashion, and family as two twenty-year-old young
university students. Practicing my speaking with
an actual Japanese university student is not only a
great chance for me to learn some idiom or set

Not only that, I got to go see some really cool places
through plans made during the talks. Lastly, since
we were in groups, it was less intimidating, since I

could build off of what other people were saying.

phrase, but also to know the Kyoto city, or in
general Japan.
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My host family is only one person, my host mother L CEENEE T,
Yamada-san. She is kind and whenever I have a
question or problem she will try her best to answer.

Her English is great but she is always looking to
learn more about the language.

Using the Sento (Public Bath), is truly one of my
favorite parts of daily life in Japan. It’s so nice
seeing all the same friendly faces every other
night or so, and going in the baths and talking

: KCJS ZFP I+ 28 7 40 with all the Japanese men about various things is
!«JS Stsldenls s UL | heart-warming. There’s nothing like having a cold
in Action© O R | drink to cool off after the hot baths. I'll really miss

the public bathhouse when [ go back to the USA.
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