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When I came to Japan, thanks to this Japanese class, I
found out it was possible to feel nostalgic about a place
[ had never visited. When our professor, Nakata Sensei
introduced herself, I felt like I should say not "Nice to
meet you," but "I'm back!" instead. As a 4th year
international student I often get caught up in all the
things I need and want to do, but when I enter Japanese
class not only am I only there, but that is the only place
in which [ want to be. I can never express enough my
gratitude for the chance of learning this beautiful
language in such a warm and welcoming environment.
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Recently, the KCJS squad and I traveled to the city of
Kurashiki in Okayama prefecture for a weekend
long homestay with local families. The experiences
I had over the weekend with my host family
included visiting sites associated with legendary
figures Abe no Seimei and Ashiya Douman, seeing
festival horses at a nearby shrine, and visiting the
old town of Kurashiki and several museums within.
[ am incredibly grateful for the uncommon and
immersive experience.
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For my CIP I've continued volunteering at the
Higashi Kujo Children’s Soup Kitchen at Kyoto
Southern Church run by Pastor Baekki Heo. Anyone

can come in and enjoy a home-cooked meal in great
company. Getting to know the amazing people here
has definitely been one of the highlights of my
experience in Japan. I am infinitely grateful for the
warmth I've been shown in this amazing community.

[ invite everyone to come by if you have the chance'
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My CIP was at a kindergarten; at first, [ was very
nervous as to how communication would go

https://www.kcjs.jp/
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Working with the Doshisha Fencing team has been an
amazing experience, not only in terms of improving
my fencing technique through individual lessons and
sparring, but also in terms of increasing the
confidence with which I speak Japanese. I'm very
grateful to the team for allowing me to join this
semester and presenting me with an incredible

opportunity to practice alongside!

between myself, the staff and children. but everyone
was really accepting and patient with me. Every week
[ would go to the kindergarten and have lunch with
the children, play with them outside or do other
various activities. Even though in the beginning I was
very nervous, I'm so happy that [ was able to observe
children learning their own culture. Being able to
volunteer at the kindergarten has really helped make
my study abroad experience special.

Follow us on
Instagram
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Japan.

Getting to be close friends with my language exchange
partners has been one of the most fulfilling parts of my
time at KCJS. We enjoy the time we spend together, be
it at a nearby café or scenic site in Kyoto. Moreover,

making friendships built on kindness, compassion and \7‘% L:j‘A/\ \/:1 ,f/ED

acceptance has been both a humbling experience and a

rich opportunity for self-reflection and growth. T )T AL
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Lo LBIMTE DI ENRELLBNET admired. I told myself to take as much advantages
Around the middle of September, [ was given the as I could while I am in Kyoto with KCJS. This
chance to join a graduate class taught by Professor included sign up for various events and participate

Yuka Kanno at Doshisha University. This has been an  in activities. One specific event was stamp carving.
amazing experience in so many ways because I have Many people participated including Japanese
been able to see another side of Doshisha and Kyoto, students and host families.

going to events with Professor Kanno and her ‘ 7
students and speaking about articles, many of which I
plan to use in my thesis for graduate school, largely in
Japanese alone. I really want to thank Professor Kanno
for her kindness, allowing me to come to her small
class of only about five students.
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DYAT f—TF T F ' . group of KCJS students into his home. Our three-
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and helping at a local festival.
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