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This semester, in our Environmental and
Conservation Issues in Japan class, we learned first
hand how Japanese people view nature by
interviewing our friends and host families about
various topics, as well as focused on our own
appreciation of the nature around us. It is a fun class
where we get an interesting mix of English and
Japanese, get to go on field trips, and learn new
things at every step!
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During KCJS, I got to meet a lot of Japanese students
during the conversation practice time. Afterwards, |
hung out with and ate meals with some Japanese
students. We talked about the differences between
America and Japan, such as the social life in college.
I'm happy that [ was able to meet my Japanese
friends.
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For my CIP [ worked in a microbiology lab at Kyoto
University under the supervision of Dr. Hosokawa.

[ had previous experience working in research labs
in the United States, so [ was really interested to see

how the Japanese lab environment compared.
Overall, it was an amazing experience in which I

learned a lot about the research process, about the
Japanese research environment, and about Japanese
language and culture.
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[t was amazing to get to practice Kendo in Japan!
Although the actual techniques and forms practiced
in Japan were the same as in America, the energy in
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For my CIP, [ shadowed two different groups working
on town revitalization in the countryside outside of
Kyoto. During this time, [ had the incredible
opportunity to visit remote farmers’ markets and
speak with the attendees, try my hand at farming
sweet potatoes, and help put together informational
pamphlets about the groups’ activities.

the Dojo and the Sensei’s depth of knowledge was
completely different. The energy and intensity of
practices could be terrifying at times, since
everyone seemed so serious, but if you tried your
best to match this intensity people tended to notice
and opportunities to practice with various famous
Sensei would begin to arise. [ was lucky enough
that a student of Ito Sensei (a famous 9 Dan Sensei)
took notice of me and invited me to practice at
their (Ito Sensei’s) Dojo. I practiced there once a
week with Ito Sensei (I still practiced at the
Butokuden 4 times a week). In Ito Sensei’s Dojo I
learned more in a few months than I had in years of
practicing at college. I can’t wait to return and
practice in Kyoto again!
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This semester, | decided to translate some of my
favorite songs from Japanese to English as my
individual project for Japanese class. Not only was
this a useful exercise in order to learn and practice
more vocabulary and grammar, but I could also
deepen my understanding of these songs and how
they fit into Japanese culture. It was a fun-filled

experience that [ was able to share with my
classmates as well as my teacher.
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This semester, I'm working on an independent
study about Kyoto’s cemeteries under Professor
Lyons’ insightful guidance. Because cemeteries
regularly belong to temples, I've had the
opportunity to interview Buddhist priests at
several different sites around the city, such as
Honganji International Center, Ryukoku University,
and Hoonji. Through these interviews as well as
supplemental readings in Japanese, I have been able
to apply my language ability to research that
interests me and will eventually help me with my
senior thesis.

For two days, I was able to go to Hiroshima and
Miyajima with everyone in KCJS! On the first day, we
went around Miyajima and had fun going around the
[tsukushima Shrine, climbing Mt. Misen, eating lots
of super delicious Momiji manju, and wearing
yukata at the ryokan for the first time! The second
day, we got to explore Hiroshima, and although the
museum had a big effect on me (and probably lots of
others too), [ was amazed at how despite
experiencing a terrible moment in history,
Hiroshima was still able to become a beautiful and
cheerful city that I definitely want to visit again.
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My host family consisted of two the Doshisha students from the tea ceremony club
sisters and an old dog named Linus; i .
and I learned so much from all of and learn about Japan’s traditional tea preparation.
= hem (well, maybe not Linus). My We got to experience sado as guests and enjoyed

| favorite experience is eating obanzai ~ matcha and wagashi as the members of the club
with them and trying specialty sake = taught us about the different utensils used to make

and other dishes, which I never would have done tea along with the proper drinking etiquettes. We also
on my own. | even learned different recipes and

craft skills that I am still using to this day
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[ was able to attend a workshop on Kyo-yuzen
with my fellow classmates! [ had no idea what
Kyo-Yuzen was but [ was able to enjoy dyeing my
own tote bag under the instruction of a few
teachers at the workshop. It was such a great

opportunity to be able to learn more about the

traditions and customs of Japan while being able
to create something of my own. FISHERFEOLES 28 B ML T E Lt '
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had a chance to prepare the tea ourselves using a tea
whisk and a tea bowl. In the end we got to play three
traditional Japanese games: fukuwarai, kendama, and
uta-garuta. Overall, this was a remarkable experience
and it helped us gain a greater sense of cultural
appreciation. [ would love to experience it again
someday!
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One of the most unforgettable parts of the program
was the lunch talks. During lunch talks, I had the
opportunity to talk to Japanese students with other
KC]S students. Not only did [ make new friends, I also
practiced new things I learned in class. Because my
homestay family was just a grandma, I didn’t really
have any opportunities to speak with other young
people, so I went to every lunch talk. I learned a lot
about Japanese students’ lives, and my Japanese
definitely improved!
. , —

During spring break I had the opportunity to visit
Beppu, which is famous for seven hot springs known
as the “hells” of Beppu. | visited three of these
springs, starting with umi jigoku, a hell with red
water and oniishi bozu jigoku. I ate an egg that had
been cooked in the steam of the hot spring and
enjoyed a warm foot bath while watching the steam
rise and twirl through the sky.

After visiting the hells [ headed over to an onsen on
top of a tall mountain. From the outdoor baths I

could see the city lit up at night. [t was truly a
beautiful night and a wonderful way to end my trip.
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