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We have had so much fun helping out at Fukakusa Kindergarten every Monday
for “English Play” hour! Not only are the kids lively and fun, the teachers and principal are
also kind and seem happy to have us there. Through our CIP, we were able to participate in cultural exchange, and
learned so much about Japan and Japanese culture in a way we couldn’t just inside the classroom. We are so grateful
for this opportunity!
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Without my past Japanese classes, |
would not be where | am today, and
for that | am forever grateful to my
past sensei. However, what | learned
in those classes felt like learning to
survive, while what I'm learning now
is how to thrive. KCJS's D class
resurrected my nearly lost passion for
Japanese, specifically due to the hard
work of Nakata-sensei, who, rather
than creating an environment where
grades are more important than
anything else, creates an atmosphere
of comfort and freedom of
expression through patience and
kindness. That's what | call a teacher.
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Professor Poulton’s Exploring the
World of Japanese Cuisine course is
one of the most interesting courses |
have ever taken and has been a
crucial part of my study abroad
experience so far. Every week the
lecture revolved around a specific
ingredient or eating culture, and
there were many field trips, such as
visiting a tea house and a wagashi
shop, that allowed us to further
engage with what we had learned in
the classroom. | encountered many
things about Japanese culture in this
class that | had never known before,
and | am very thankful that | was able
to take this course.
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In this class we talked about
interesting topics such as societal and
political issues. We had the chance to
practice sharing our opinions in
Japanese. I've become more used to
thinking about and talking about
complex themes. Also, we had many
opportunities to write essays. | am
glad that | took this class along with
my regular language class because |
was able to learn Japanese faster.
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Mt. Daimoniji hike with host families
Peining Jia (Northwestern University)

The scenery up at the top was fantastic. We were standing

in the middle of the X and the entirety of Kyoto was within
our sight. We tried to find where our campus, the imperial
palace, and the Kamogawa river. Standing up there, | got to
see this city | have been living in for 3 months for the first time.
It was such a peaceful and organized place, with some quaint old temples
and shrines interspersed. Different from when | visited Nara and looking
down from the Wakakusa mountain, | could feel a sense of familiarity to
this city now looking down, and that feels amazing.

Urushi workshop at Tsutsumi Asakichi Urushi
Lisa Morton (Cornell University)

During the first workshop, we were given the opportunity to
apply an urushi coating to a pair of wooden chopsticks, and
to experience the quality and nature of urushi first-hand.
We were then shown where and how the urushi is taken,
refined, and colored. During the second workshop (a
field trip with my Japanese class), we were in a smaller
group, so we were able to ask more questions about urushi
and see more of the beautiful pieces that have been
made with urushi at Tsutsumi Asakichi Urushi (including
surfboards, bicycles, and skateboards!). The most
important experience | got out of this second workshop
was being able to hear more about Tsutsumi-san’s
desire to use urushi, not just for traditional (beautiful!)
Japanese tableware, but for everyday use as a tool to
promote sustainability.

Language partner
Caeden Polster (Washington University in St. Louis)

I met Miroku 2 years ago through KCJS's online language partner
program, and we have been talking every week through zoom ever
since! We would talk about the differences between the US and Japan
and their respective languages, news, our own lives, and our hopes for
the future. When | came to Kyoto for the program this year, Miroku
and her family kindly picked me up from the airport! Today we got to
have lunch together now that I'm finally in Japan. It was an amazing
experience, and | couldn’t be more thankful!
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Apply Academic Year 2023-2024 & Fall 2023 by March 24, 2023!
https://global.undergrad.columbia.edu/program/kcjs-semester




