KCJS Spring 2016
Wednesday & Friday 1:10-2:40

YOSHIE, Takami (yoshie 7nazuna@yahoo.co.jp)

The Act of Expression and Japanese Literatures

Course Description:

Since words bear unique meanings depending on their source culture, we cannot decode a text as we would
a list of numbers or signs. A text exists between other texts, between the past and future and between the
writer and the reader.

The Meiji Restoration brought rapid, unrivaled social change to Japan, a country that was kept culturally
and politically closed for centuries. Over the last 140 years, Japan has devoted much of its energy to
adopting Western culture. However, the pace and force of change caused serious internal struggles and
tensions, especially for Meiji intellectuals. Some threw themselves indiscriminately into the huge
experiment of modernization, with a largely uncritical admiration of Western culture and its values. Others
studied Western modernization carefully, and while impressed and intrigued by it, found themselves unable
to embrace it wholeheartedly. Here a deep and uneasy relationship between self and modernity arouse.

In this course we will examine how Meiji intellectuals expressed these tensions between traditional Japan
and the Western world in their work(s) and how they sought common ground between two different
cultures and backgrounds. How does the voice of Meiji appeal to us in the present day, ifat all? What was
the legacy of Meiji for postwar and contemporary writers such as Mishima Yukio and Murakami Haruki?
In this class we will use authentic texts and essays, along with cinematic adoptions and fieldtrips to

historical sites in Kyoto, to explore these themes.

Text for Purchase:
B HWA 2013, TER]  Himso®E

Other texts and essays drawn from the sources below will be distributed in class:
FRNEEZIr 2004 [HISKGR « F<F « aF - s ] 25 Sk
Kiggs 1989 [HEA OB R B O EE D= 012-] R EEE
5= B 2001 [5CRL -8R BRI ] = ARAIAGR  FBIE
RAATA 2012 FAAERSCFEORIE] AR SUR
FiokE (TEWEE THOBERD Z LiXaieZ &) B 2013 [ EEOHKR] JUNKFHIR
HHikA 2001 rzz» 1 CHrsisceE



Al 3% 2000 3277727 A2 RAMI 6B < EFEE
=RmAeR 2013 [&MSE] B0
B EFERS 2014 [ROBATET] GERRAESUE
ARG 2013 PR R @] Bl S
BIHE M 2000 [ERVG KESCFEHR]  (D)~Q3)
IvrEsmeE]  )ISRERRCBLRGER kA v 2 —F 2 a S
FrZwaE] () BARBE=RS 2R GRS SUE
Erich Fromm 1976 To Have or To Be ~ Abacus
Donald Keene 1999 World Within Walls: Japanese Literature of the Pre-Modern Era, 1600-1867
(History of Japanese Literature)
Mauricce Merleau=Ponty 1998  Signs Northwestern University Press

Edward W. Said 1978 Orientalism Vintage



Course Format:

Classes will alternate between lectures, students’ participation, presentations, film showings and fieldtrips
relevant sites to the authors and works we deal in class. Student must come to class prepared to discuss the
assigned reading to make an occasional presentation. Although most ofreadings are either short stories or
excerpts, you will be reading some ofthe stories entirely. We use Japanese texts in class, it is also available

for you to read the copies of the translations in the KCJS office.

You will make a presentation the assigned chapter(s) of Kusamakura by Natsume Soseki (Explained more
in class). Please keep in mind the following questions: How is the story being told? What themes emerge?
Which passages appeal to you most? How does it appeal to us in the present day, ifat all? Do you find any
particularity of Japanese and universality in it? Finally how is the translation? Does the choice of the

word(s) translated make any difference(s)? We’ll discuss them in classes.

Evaluation:

Presentations 20%
2 Essays 20%
Attendance and class participation 20 %
Final Paper 40%

Jan. 13 Course Introduction: [ A< 3% B AR B2

Jan. 15 #HKE4L [&EWESH] -between Edo and Meiji Restoration-

Jan.20 Fieldtrip to Takasegawa Nijo Garden and Daihikaku-Senkoji temple in Saga,
Arashi-yama (TBA)

Jan. 22  &HEBS [&EWT] -between Edo and Meiji Restoration-

Jan.27 HEHWA [HE]  -between the West and East -

Reading: Chapter 1
Jan.29  EHWA [

Student Presentation: ~Chapter 2, Chapter 3
Fr EFM TECROF 2R ] —H o ilviishiz 2 &i3—
Feb.3  HHWG [EAL]

Student Presentation: ~Chapter 4, Chapter 5



A EFEMS TEOF 21T ] -ffom detachment to commitment-
Reading: FARIT A #a3C THARERICFZORIR] B s 03 R, WD ¥ fL-Discovery of

Landscape, and of interiority-

Paper 1 (Due Fri 2/10)
Feb.5 No Class (KCJS Spring Trip)
Feb. 10 = Huca [EkL]

Student Presentation: ~Chapter 6, Chapter 7
=EmkR  [&ksF] —£%2Kk®OT— What is beauty?
Reading: excerpt
Feb. 12 = HkA [Ekl]

Student Presentation: Chapter 8, Chapter 9
=RERR TepsE]
Feb. 17 = Hikr [EkL]

Student Presentation: Chapter 10, Chapter 11
=itk [elsF] —F£Z2RKDT— What is beauty?
Reading: excerpt
Feb. 19 = Hikrn [Hikk]
Student Presentation: Chapter 12, Chapter 13
=itk [elsF] —F£Z2RKDT— What is beauty?
Reading: excerpt
Feb. 24 JV)IEE2  [THURR] =982 538~ Issue ofart for art’s sake
Feb.26 JHJIIEEZSr  [HURER] -=IFZ2E 3K~ Issue ofart for art’s sake
Paper 2 (Due Wed 3/11)
Mar.2 = Spring Break -
Mar.4 = Spring Break -
Mar. 9 KUegE [TEH o BAR-B#E L~V X — 1 | Nature, Man, and Poetry : Basho and
Holderlin1989 [ H @ BAR— P EAR O %$56 72 1Z—] -What is expression?-
Mar. 11 K& THEA o BAE-E# &~V X — VU > | Nature, Man, and Poetry : Basho and
Holderlin1989 [{E A @ BAR—PE EAR D xt5H 72 12— What is expression?
Mar.16 Xi&ga ({6 A o BA-w# &~/ ¥ — VU > | Nature, Man, and Poetry : Basho and

Holderlin1989 [{t A @ BAE—H P B O xt5672 9 1Z—] What is expression?



Mar.18  WBEW LR 75 R T 2 LR O 5T
Mar. 23  WRE THLE)
Mar. 25 BEZWEE] H D 2 TL DR RE 054
Mar. 30 [SEZEW)EE | reading: excerpt
Apr.1  Fieldtrip to Shimogamo shrine and Ohara sanzn-in (or Chokyu-ji temple ) (TBA)
Apr.6 AEZTFVT IO INSRMEOWEE L IRWE)
Apr.8 AETEFVT IO InIRMEOWEE L IRWE)
Final Paper (Due Fri 4/15)
Apr. 13 Working on final paper
Apr.15  Hand in Final Paper

Order and allotment of time for each topic are subject to change



